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Church & State, the critically acclaimed play by Jason Odell Williams now playing at New World Stages (340 W.
50thStreet between 8th & 9th Avenues) welcomed Academy Award-winning actress Julianne Moore (Still Alice) to the
show last night, April 12th, where she participated in a post-performance talk-back on behalf of Everytown For Gun
Safety, the nation's largest gun violence prevention organization, with Everytown President John Feinblatt.
Julianne Moore chairs the Everytown Creative Council, a group of more than 125 cultural inﬂuencers dedicated to
ending gun violence. The Creative Council is part of Everytown for Gun Safety, which launched in 2014 through a
combination of the groups Mayors Against Illegal Guns and Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America.
Everytown has more than 3 million supporters and volunteers in all ﬁfty states advocating for common sense gun laws
like a background check on every gun sale and laws that keep guns away from domestic abusers. Ms. Moore proclaims,
"I fervently believe that this is not a partisan issue. This is not an anti gun or pro gun argument - it's not a second
amendment issue and does not deserve to be hotly debated as such. It is a safety issue."
In an earlier statement Ms. Cohn said the decision to produce this play was an easy one to make. "I like to say, Church
& State is not just a play; it's a movement. And that's because this play is not just an entertaining piece of theatre,
though it is that, too. But it's also a conversation starter. A way to get people across the country with different points of
view to come together after a shared experience in the theatre and talk about how we can deal with the issue of guns in
America."
Church & State is a fast-paced, seriously funny take on faith, politics, and "The Twitter." Three days before his bid for
re-election in North Carolina, a Republican U.S. Senator makes an off-the-cuff comment to a blogger that calls into
question his belief in God. The Senator's devoutly Christian wife and liberal Jewish campaign manager try desperately
to contain the damage with mixed results. This brutally honest and surprisingly funny new play sheds light on how
religion, guns, and social media inﬂuence our politics and our politicians. (No politicians were harmed in the making
of this play.)
Originally developed with Artistic director Ralph Meranto and JCC CenterStage, Church & State was produced as a
National New Play Network Rolling World Premiere at JCC CenterStage in Rochester and The Skylight Theatre in Los
Angeles where it recently received three Ovation Award nominations including Best Playwriting for an Original Play,
Best Production (Intimate Theatre), and Best Lead Actor in a Play.
Directed by Markus Potter (Stalking the Bogeyman), the cast of Church & State features Rob Nagle ("Castle," "Mad
Men"), Nadia Bowers (The Farnsworth Invention, "Orange is the New Black"), Christa Scott-Reed (The Pitman
Painters, Relativity) and Jonathan Louis Dent (The Broken Record, Romeo and Juliet).
The creative team includes David Goldstein (scenic design), Burke Brown (lighting design), Dianne K. Graebner
(costume design), and Erik T. Lawson (sound design). Soﬁa Montgomery is Production Stage Manager.
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