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Their current production of TWELFTH NIGHT is Antaeus Theatre Company at its best. And
unlike many stagings of a script written by Shakespeare or otherwise, instead of installing
cast members who have not “aged out” of the roles, director Armin Shimerman has made
“aging in” the spectacular focal point of the comedy. It works beautifully.

It is never less than amazing when even a seasoned company such as Antaeus can take a
420 year old play and thoroughly refresh the premise without changing a thing about the
writing. Yet through concept and casting Shimerman has conceived a rather contemporary
perspective on love and courting. | almost wish it had had a Valentine’s opening.

According to Antaeus Artistic Director Nike Doukas, “As with all the plays this season,
TWELFTH NIGHT celebrates those who find themselves on the outside looking in —
characters searching for belonging while insisting on being accepted for what makes them
unique.” In this production, the messaging definitely strikes a chord against the prejudice of
ageism. And will, | suspect, with their older audiences who will find plenty of parallels to their
real lives.
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Shimerman notes in the program that he purposefully cast the roles older than they normally
are played, because he firmly believes that there is a glorious melancholy to older people
facing their last chance at finding love. And indeed, this version of TWELFTH NIGHT is
firmly planted in not just unrequited affections but the sort of spites and regrets that a person
can only truly acquire have lived a long life of independence in the case of Olivia (Veralyn
Jones) or service for instance in the case of Malvolio (Joel Swetow), or simply feeling
obsolete and “tolerated” instead of being included, as does Toby Belch (Rob Nagle (Olivia’'s
older cousin). The instantaneous changes and shifts that happen in the course of the play,
because of Viola (Liza Seneca) entering the picture, utterly disrupts their daily lives, and the
trajectories they have planned for themselves; and eventually, how they will have to view
everything and everyone from there on.

This TWELFTH NIGHT is by no means the same jaunty mayhem of young, uncensored
puppy love, pranks and narcism run rampant. The consequences inflict an especially acute
pain on the losers (Andrew Aguecheek [Alberto Isaac], Antonio Luis Kelly-Duarte], Malvio
[Joel Swetow) in love here. The cast who exceptionally delivers this production as an
ensemble piece, doesn’t ever play for the feelings of morbidity. But the potential for really
getting hurt from rejection is amplified through the approach. And it's the age factor on full
display that showcases the whole idea of “this is it.”

The downside of this production of TWELFTH NIGHT is only in the expectation. Lost is a bit
of the waggishness of some of the characters and the comedy, especially when it comes to
Malvolio’s courtship of Olivia. But for anything stepped aside, the moment has been filled
with satisfying surprise and the hope that even towards the end, life is apt to throw any one
of us a strange curve ball that might turn out, unexpectedly awesome...or not (insert The J.
Geils Band, “Love Stinks, yeah yeah...).

Antaeus Theatre’s production of TWELFTH NIGHT is profoundly universal.
RECOMMENDED

Antaeus Theatre Company Presents TWELFTH NIGHT. By William Shakespeare. Directed
by Armin Shimerman.

Ensemble: John Allee, David DeSantos, Alberto Isaac, Veralyn Jones, Luis Kelly-Duarte,
Rob Nagle, Liza Seneca, Joel Swetow, Kitty Swink, Isaac Ybarra.

Scenic Designer: Christopher Scott Murillo; Lighting Designer: Vickie J. Scott; Properties
Designer: John McElveney; Intimacy Director: Jen Albert; Production Stage Manager:
Jessaica Shields; Costume Designer: Kate Bergh; Sound Designer: Carter Dean;
Composer/Music Director: John Allee: Scenic Assistant; Carter Vickers; Production
Dramaturg/Assistant Director: Kaite Brandt; Assistant Stage Manager: Jessica Osorio.

2/3


https://youtu.be/E0LAs7X5ybE?si=gAiublegpj--Tzap
https://giaonthemove.com/2016/03/17/hilarious-gender-politics-of-cloud-9-at-antaeus-theatre-company/
https://giaonthemove.com/2025/03/06/twefth-night-at-antaeus-theatre/
https://giaonthemove.com/2016/09/02/please-dont-ask-about-beckett-plainly-resonates/
https://giaonthemove.com/2018/06/22/an-evening-of-betrayal-with-the-6th-act/
https://giaonthemove.com/2022/05/30/hamlet-at-antaeus-theater-company/
https://giaonthemove.com/2015/08/09/antaeus-x-inge-a-picnic-of-desire/

Photo: Liza Seneca as Olivia on the program cover of Antaeus Theatre Company’s
production of TWELFTH NIGHT directed by Armin Shimerman.
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