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Rob Nagle, Robert Mammana and Massi Pregoni in Tasty Little Rabbit. Photo by Philip Pirolo.

Sicily has a long history of conquest, by everyone from the Phoenicians to the Bourbons and,
finally, Italy. Its myriad influences give it an anything-can-happen feel that is brought to life in
Los Angeles playwright Tom Jacobson’s latest, Tasty Little Rabbit. The play is based on
actual people and events, and moves back and forth in time between the early 19  century
and 1936.

Pancrazio Buciuni (Massi Pregoni) is the Tasty Little Rabbit in question, an 18-year-old man-
nymph. He is the muse and obsession of German photographer and Sicily transplant
Wilhelm von Gloeden (Robert Mammana), known for his photographs of young—sometimes
very young—Sicilian men in classical poses. Von Gloeden’s photos find their way to Irish
poet Sebastian Melmoth (Rob Nagle).

Melmoth is a stand-in for Oscar Wilde, a documented 1897 visitor to von Gloeden’s
Taormina studio. At the time, the city was a haven for gay freedom, but that would not always
be the case.
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When the show opens in 1936, Sicily is feeling the effects of Mussolini’s Fascism. Podestà
Cesare Acrosso (also Mammana) announces that, “Individuality is a myth.” Von Gloeden had
died in 1930, and Buciuni had inherited his studio and body of work, which Acrosso is
confiscating. Now approaching 60, Buciuni is forced to fight to take back his lover’s life work
or see its glass-plate negatives permanently destroyed.

From this era of rights truncated, we return to the freer era of more than almost four decades
earlier, when Melmoth/Wilde arrives to meet with von Gloeden. Practically in disbelief when
he encounters Buciuni, he succumbs to the boy’s exterior—and interior—beauty. Nagle
practically liquifies onstage as he gives himself over to the role.

Rob Nagle, Massi Pregoni and Robert Mammana in Tasty Little Rabbit. Photo by Philip Pirolo.

Back in the Fascist era, a government investigator from Rome, Francesco Maffiotti (also
Nagle) arrives. Will he reinforce the podestà’s hard line, or effect some nuance in the
proceedings?        

Director George Bamber has his hands full managing the time lapse and building tension. It
mostly works, but sometimes the transitions are abrupt and a little confusing. Pregoni plays
Buciuni at ages 18 and 57; he is mesmerizing and all-in as the younger man, but shows little
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change as the older. Mammana undergoes the most significant transition, fully inhabiting
both the open-hearted artist von Gloeden and Facist Acrosso.

Mark Mendelson’s masterful scenic design is rich and adaptable, representing Sicily’s natural
beauty and the reinforcing the play’s respect for the human-made artistry so intimately
presented. Tasty Little Rabbit runs through June 6 at Moving Arts, 3191 Casitas Ave. in
Atwater Village. Performances are Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00pm, Sundays at 4:00pm.
Tickets are $33 and are available here.
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